Letter Perfect English
A must-have game for every ESL/ELL teacher, tutor, and conversation partner.
LETTER PERFECT ENGLISHTM is a cleverly designed picture card game in which letters and subject categories mirror the numbers and suits of standard playing cards. The core Nouns set includes a double deck (100 full-color, high-quality picture cards and 10 word list cards) on durable playing card stock. More Nouns, Verbs, and specialty noun decks will also be available. (To receive a few free sample cards, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the address below.)

Your English language learners can use LETTER PERFECT ENGLISHTM to play variations of almos any classic card game (Rummy, Go Fish, Crazy Eights, etc.) and plenty of fresh new games like “Listening Post” and “The Lively Conversation Game.” The Letter Perfect English Guide Book (soon to be posted online for free, in .pdf form) features complete rules, teaching tips, and examples for more than 100 well-tested games and activities, for all levels of English language ability.

What Makes This Game Unique

• The high-quality, detailed photos appeal to teenagers and adults, as well as children. LETTER PERFECT ENGLISH was originally developed for use with adult ESL learners precisely because most picture cards are aimed at early learners and feature cartoonish graphics or young subject matter.

• The flexible format works with absolute beginners through advanced learners. Each card has initial letter prompts for three words that can range from simple (doctor) to intermediate (animal doctor) to challenging (veterinarian). Beginners can use the entire deck immediately to begin building a core vocabulary. Intermediate and advanced learners can use the detailed photo subjects to expand their word base into specialized terms and to practice conversation and fluency.

• The game works in a variety of learning situations. With more than 100 games and activities, ESL teachers and tutors can use LETTER PERFECT ENGLISH in one-on-one, small group, or classroom settings.

• The game is ready to play, out of the box, and durable. There’s no printing, copying, cutting, pasting, or laminating required. The cards are printed on sturdy, coated card stock with rounded corners in order to become a permanent addition to your English language teaching kit.

Who Can Use LETTER PERFECT ENGLISH?

Quite simply: Every ESL/ELL teacher or tutor or conversation partner. LETTER PERFECT ENGLISHTM was originally designed for use in small conversation groups of adults but has developed into a very flexible teaching tool aimed at English language teachers and tutors of all age levels in both formal and informal learning situations. It is an excellent, high-motivation supplement to textbook and curriculum programs, with games and activities broken down by skill and ability level.

About the Game Inventor

Lorraine Hopping Egan, founder of Hopping Fun Creations (www.hoppingfun.com), is the former product development director of Aristoplay, an educational board game company, and the author of more than a dozen books for teachers and two dozen books for children.

She developed award-winning board games for families such as Mars 2020, NOVA True Science, and Top Dog, along with educational card games including A Time for Native Americans, Guess It, and Great Women Athletes. Her bestselling books for teachers include Noun Hounds and Other Great Grammar Games, Best-Ever Vocabulary and Word Study Games, 25 Super Cool Math Board Games, Great American History Games, and other titles published by Scholastic.

In 1995, Lorraine returned to her love of languages (she has a dual degree in English literature and French language) and earned a certificate in ESL tutoring from Washtenaw Literacy. For the past decade, she has been tutoring adult immigrants from a variety of countries on an individual and group basis. She has also prepared numerous learners to pass the U.S. Citizenship test, using her board game Star Citizen as a motivational teaching tool. In 2004, she founded a weekly ESL game group in Ann Arbor, Michigan, for adult learners of all ability levels. Lorraine is a member of TESOL (ESL teachers organization), the IRA (International Reading Association), and the Author’s Guild.

For More Information

For publication update and other information about LETTER PERFECT ENGLISH, contact Hopping Fun Creations at mail@hoppingfun.com or 5606 Dixboro Rd,. Ann Arbor MI 48105.

Old Soldiers Jokes

General Douglas MacArthur, an American war hero, said: “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.” His memory lived on after his death, but it is fading away (getting weaker) with time. Here’s an “Old Soldier” joke based on MacArthur’s words:

“Old bankers never die; they just lose interest in life.”

The joke is that interest has two meanings. First, it’s a bank word: a percentage of money paid on a loan. Second, to lose interest means to not care anymore, to give up.
DIRECTIONS: For each “old” joke, write in a job (below) that makes sense.
1. Old ______________________________ never die; they just lose their balance.

2. Old ______________________________ never die; they just lose their faculties.

3. Old ______________________________ never die; they just go to seed.

4. Old ______________________________  never die; they just go into a state of

    suspended animation.

5. Old ______________________________  never die; they just check out.

6. Old ______________________________ never die; they just lose their grip.

7. Old ______________________________ never die; they just become unstrung.

8. Old ______________________________ never die; they just lose their appeal.

9. Old ______________________________ never die; they just go into hiding.

10. Old ______________________________ never die; they just disappear.

accountants

cartoonists

cashiers
college presidents

farmers

lawyers

magicians

tanners (leather makers)

violinists

wrestlers

balance (noun): money made and money lost (profit-loss).

faculty (noun): staff of teachers; a faculty is also a power of the mind, a skill, or a mental ability

animation (noun): moving drawings for a TV show or movie; suspended animation is very deep sleep

check out (verb): an idiom for “die”

grip (noun): a hold on something
unstrung (adjective): upset, not rational, emotional

appeal (noun): legal request for a new court trial; it also means “attraction”

hide (noun): animal skin

Answers: 1. accountants, 2. college presidents, 3. farmers, 4. cartoonists, 5. cashiers, 6. wrestlers, 7. violinists, 8. lawyers, 9. tanners, 10. magicians.

Lightbulb Jokes

Q: How many sandbaggers does it take to change a lightbulb?

A: 10. One to hold the bulb and nine to turn the ladder.

Fill in the blanks with the people listed at the bottom of the page:

1. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 

Two. One to put in the new bulb, and one to write a song about how lonesome the old bulb is.

2. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
None, they like it in the dark.

3. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
Only one. They don’t like to share the spotlight.

4. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
That depends on what you want to change it into. A rabbit, perhaps?

5. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
Two. One to hold the giraffe and another to fill the bathtub with brightly colored tools.

6. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
How many can you afford? (Tip: These people make a lot of money!)

7. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
What kind of number do you have in mind?

8. How many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
None. If the government would just leave everything alone, it would change itself.

9. How  many _________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb?

10. One to put in the new bulb and nine to figure out what to do with the old one for the next 10,000 years.

10. How many ________________________ does it take to change a lightbulb? 
Only one, but the bulb has to really want to change.

vampires

nuclear scientists

magicians

movie stars

lawyers

psychologists

country musicians

surreal painters 

free-market economists

crooked accountants

sandbagger (noun): a person who doesn’t try hard.

lonesome (adjective): lonely, sad and alone

spotlight (noun): a strong light shining on a stage. If you are in the spotlight, you have everyone’s attention.

afford (verb): be able to pay for. 

vampire (noun): night-loving monster, like Dracula.

nuclear (adjective): atomic, about atoms

psychiatrist (noun): doctor of the mind.

surreal (adjective): “beyond real,” or too strange to be real, like a dream or vision.

free-market (adjective): an economy that has no or few government controls (Hong Kong). 

Crooked (adj): illegal, corrupt, dishonest, shady.

Answers: 1. Musicians, 2. vampires, 3. actors, 4. magicians, 5. painters, 6. lawyers, 7. accountants, 8. economists, 9. scientists, 10. psychologists.
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