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Free Sports Quizzes

These free quizzes are all Hopping Fun Creations (www.hoppingfun.com). Hopping Fun Creations is a game development company headed by author, editor, and game inventor Lorraine Jean Hopping.

For young sports fans (ages 6-8), Lorraine’ has co-authored a book with her husband Chris Egan, a sports editor for the Ann Arbor News. Sports Hall of Fame (Mondo Publishing) features inspiration stories and dynamic color photos of quarterback Peyton Manning, the Williams sisters of tennis, figure skating star Michelle Kwan, Grant Hill of basketball, and Ken Griffey, Jr. of baseball.

Publishers interested in high-quality game content are invited to contact us at mail@hoppingfun.com for samples and proposals. We currently have for your publishing consideration:

• a collection of well-tested, engaging ESL games in the prototype stage

• Kids love extremes, and Polar Regions explores the ends of the Earth—the Arctic and Antarctic regions—with facts, poems, maps, stories, and hands-on activities. 

Sports Feat or Fiction?

Every once in a long while, an athlete does something so amazing, so unbelievable, that the sports world changes forever. Of the three feats in each set, one is just a little too good to be true. Which one?

Circle the one false statement in each set of facts.

1.

a. Basketball great Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points in one game—more than a whole team often scores.

b. In a nine-inning baseball game, with 27 outs per team, Roger Clemens pitched a record 22 strikeouts.

c. Gymnast Nadia Comaneci earned not one, but seven perfect 10 scores at the 1976 Olympics in Montreal, Canada.

2.

a. In a sport measured in fractions of an inch, Bob Beamon shattered the world long jump record by almost 2 feet at the 1968 Olympic Games.

b. In 1999, soccer player Mia Hamm scored a record 108 career goals in international competition.

c. In 1935, sprinter Jesse Owens set four world records in less than an hour.

3.

a. In June 2004, Andy Roddick served a tennis ball 246.2 kilometers per hour (153 miles per hour), breaking his own world record.

b. In 1973, racehorse Secretariat won the Belmont Stakes—taking the Triple Crown—by 31 lengths.

c. In 1999, skateboarder Tony Hawk landed the first 1080—three complete rotations in the air.

4.

a. Before competing in her fourth Olympic Games in 2004, swimmer Jenny Thomson had won a record 11 Olympic medals.

b. Despite having had cancer, cyclist Lance Armstrong won seven Tour de France races in seven straight years.

c. Living up to his nickname, The Great One, Wayne Gretzky scored a record 2,857 goals in his 20-year hockey career.

ANSWERS for Sports Feat or Fiction?
1b. As of September 2006, the one-game strikeout record in a nine-inning game is 20. Roger Clemens did it twice (1986 and 1996). Kerry Woods did it once (1998).

2c. In 1935, at a college track meet, Jesse Owens didn’t set four world records in an hour. He merely set three records and tied a fourth one! 

The following year, 1936, Owens won four gold medals at the Olympic Games in Berlin, thoroughly disproving the racist decree of German dictator Adolph Hitler that Aryans (blond-haired, blue-eyed Caucasians) are superior to non-Aryans. He said, “"For a time, at least, I was the most famous person in the entire world."

3c. In 1999, Tony Hawk became the first skateboarder to complete a 900—two and a half rotations—in competition. The 1080 honor is still up for grabs.

Will a 1080 ever be done in a competition? On his website, Tony Hawk answered, “I doubt it, but it is possible. I think it would have to be done in the same approach as a 720—coming up backwards and landing forwards. I wouldn't even try it at this point.”

4a. Jenny Thompson had 10 Olympic medals—eight of them gold, all in relay events—before going to Athens for the 2004 Summer Olympics.

CHECK IT OUT

Here’s why some of the other feats are so amazing:

• Wilt Chamberlain of the New York Knicks scored his 100 points on March 2, 1962. The Knicks won 169 to 147 over the Philadelphia Warriors. Chamberlain averaged a record 50.4 points per game during that season!

• In 1976, no one had ever received a perfect 10 in gymnastics. Fourteen-year-old Nadia Comaneci of Romania earned seven of them—four on the uneven bars and three on the balance beam.

• At the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico City, Bob Beamon leaped 29 feet 2 1/2 inches, an astonishing record that stood for more than two decades, until 1991. His best jump prior to that feat was 22 inches shorter. The second-best jump after Beamon’s, for a silver medal, was 28 inches shorter. The current record, set by Mike Powell, is 8.95 meters (29.36 feet). Measure out that distance in a very long hallway, and you’ll be impressed.

• Mia Hamm (born Mariel Margaret Hamm) scored her 150th international goal a month before the 2004 Olympics in Athens, Greece. By comparison, Brazilian superstar Pelé scored a mere 77 career goals in international play. Pelé named Hamm and teammate Michelle Akers to the FIFA 100 list of soccer players. The other 98 players are all men and non-Americans.

Hockey Time

Have you heard this old joke? “We went to the fights and a hockey game broke out.” Fighting, missing teeth, octopuses (symbolic of a win) . . . It‘s hockey time! Canada’s original sport is an offshoot of field hockey and lacrosse. What else do you know about it?
1. Which of these actions is not a penalty?

A. Hooking or tripping

B. Forechecking

C. Fighting

2. Only once, in 1919, the Stanley Cup championship was cancelled. Why?

A. Flu epidemic

B. World War I

C. Earthquake

3. How much does a 165–pound goalie weigh after suiting up (equipment included)?

A. 175 pounds

B. 190 pounds

C. 210 pounds

4. Why are hockey pucks frozen before each game?

A. A.For good luck

B. To keep heat from friction from softening them

C. To keep them from bouncing too much


5. On a hockey stick, what does the “lie” mean?

A. Illegal length or weight

B. Angle of the blade

C. Degree of flexibility

6. How fast are the fastest slapshots?

A. 120 m.p.h.—as fast as a tennis serve

B. 95 m.p.h.—the speed of a fastball in baseball

C. 70 m.p.h.—the highway speed limit

7. How does a zamboni machine smooth out the ice so quickly?

A. It coats the ice with oil.

B. It melts the top layer of ice with hot water, which refreezes smoothly.

C. It polishes the ice, just as a jewelry maker polishes a stone.
8. How is hockey ice different from figure skating ice?

A. Warmer and softer

B. Colder and harder

C. Thicker and smoother 

Answers for Hockey Time

1B. 2A. 3C. 4C. 5B. 6A. 7B. 8B.

The Indy 500

The Indianapolis 500 is one of the world’s most famous auto races. Thirty-three drivers start the race. Typically, only a few complete all 200 laps, a total of 500 miles. The slower drivers never catch up to the leaders. A third or more of the cars usually wash out in accidents or breakdowns. How will you do in this Indy 500 quiz? Start your mental engine . . .

1. The first woman Indy driver, Janet Guthrie, qualified in 1977. When did the first African–American (Willy Ribbs) qualify?

A. 1951.

B. 1971.

C. 1991.

2. A green flag means, “Go!” A checkered flag means, “Winner!” A white flag means: 

A. “Foul! Stop and surrender your vehicle!”

B. “The leader is on the last lap.”

C. “Accident ahead! Watch out!”

3. What fuel do Indy cars burn?

A. Regular gasoline.

B. Super-octane gasoline.

C. Alcohol.

4. At a top speed of 237 m.p.h., how fast would an Indy car cross a football field?

A. Less than 1 second.

B. 3 seconds

C. 10 seconds


5. What do zebra stripes on the back of a car mean?

A. Beware of rookie driver.

B. No tailgating (following too closely).

C. Referee on board.

6. In what year was the first 500–mile auto race?

A. 1911.

B. 1931.

C. 1951.

7. What’s the term for two cars making physical contact during a race?

A. Slow dancing.

B. Kissing up.

C. Swapping paint.

8. What’s a “diaper”?

A. First–time racer

B. White flag

C. Blanket to contain engine leak.

Answers for Indy 500

1C. 2B. 3C. 4A. 5A. 6A. 7C. 8C.

In the Swim

Do you know how to swim? Do you want to swim faster? Science can help! In this quiz, swimming know-how is as easy as answering A-B-or-C, but the real proof is in the pool. With the help of an experienced swimmer, experiment with these and other techniques to stoke your stroke.

1. A world-class sprinter runs about 10 meters per second. What’s a comparable top speed for a swimmer?

A. 8 meters per second

B. 5 meters per second

C. 2 meters per second

2. Swimming is harder than running because water is denser than air. It’s also more viscous. What is viscosity?

A. The pressure exerted on an object

B. The tendency of water to stick to other objects, also called adhesion

C. The resistance of a liquid to flow or to allow an object to flow through it

3. Butterfly swimmers use a dolphin kick, named after the way dolphins use their tails. How does the kick work for humans? 

A. The legs stay together and move side to side in a wavy motion.

B. The legs stay together and bend at the knees to pump the feet up and down.

C. The legs kick in a scissor-like motion; one is up when the other is down.

4. To slice through water better, what technique do freestyle swimmers use?

A. They roll a little sideways, onto a shoulder, as they stroke.

B. Just the opposite: They avoid twisting their bodies as much as possible.

C. They stop kicking once in a while to allow their legs to sink lower than their upper body.

5. If you want to swim faster, you should study up on which field of physics?

A. thermodynamics

B. fluid dynamics

C. hydrostatics

6. Which stroke takes the biggest physical toll on a human body?

A. Butterfly

A. Backstroke

B. Freestyle

7. The fabric of a new, full-body swimsuit mimics shark skin. How so?

B. It’s rough and smooth in different places, corresponding to how water flows differently over the body.

C. The whole surface feels like sandpaper, which increases friction drag.

D. It’s nearly indestructible and stands up to the wear and tear of long hours or use in a pool.

Answers for In the Swim

1C. 2C. 3B. 4A. 5B. 6A. 7A.

Winter Olympic Standouts

Every four years, the world’s best skiers, skaters, sledders, and other ice-loving athletes compete in the Winter Olympic Games. Here’s a quick visit with a few of the most amazing competitors in the event’s history.

1. The entire U.S. figure skating team was killed in an airplane crash in 1961. Which up-and-coming skater, age 11 at the time of the crash, went on to win the only gold medal for the U.S. at the 1968 Winter Olympics?

A. Peggy Fleming

B. Dorothy Hamill

C. Janet Lynn

2. Eric Heiden and Bonnie Blair each won five gold medals, a U.S. record, in what sport?

A. figure skating

B. speed skating

C. downhill skiing

3. In 1980, the U.S. hockey team performed a “Miracle on Ice” by defeating the heavily favored Soviet Union team in the semi-finals. What team did they beat in the finals to win the gold medal?

A. Finland

B. Sweden

C. Canada

4. At the 1988 games, Eddie “the Eagle” Edwards became famous for his incredibly goofy performance and complete lack of skill. His dead-last finish prompted officials to tighten up the entry requirements in what sport?

A. ski jumping

B. hotdog skiing

C. luge

5. What tropical nation entered the Winter Olympics for the first time in 1988 with a four-man bobsled team and won 14th place in 1994 ahead of both U.S. teams? (Hint: This nation is famous for producing world-class sprinters.)

A. Taiwan

B. The Philippines

C. Jamaica

6. Who holds the record as the youngest figure skater (age 15) to win an Olympic gold medal?

A. Sarah Hughes (2002 in Salt Lake City Utah)

B. Oksana Baiul (1994 in Lillehammer, Norway)

C. Tara Lapinski (1998 in Nagano, Japan)

7. In 1998, Herman “The Herminator” Maier lost control on a turn while skiing 70 miles per hour. His body flew through the air and then tumbled long and hard, stopped only by a safety net from falling off the mountain. What was his fate?

A. Tragically, he died.

B. Though badly injured, he recovered to compete in the 2002 games.

C. He walked away with just a sprain and won two gold medals a few days later.

Answers for Winter Olympic Standouts

1A. 2B. 3A. 4A. 5C. 6C. 7C.

Muscle Cars

They’re small and light, they’re fast and powerful, and, unlike fancy sports cars, they’re affordable. Muscle cars are performance automobiles for folks who like to strut their metal without breaking their bank accounts. Since their debut in the 1960s, car fans have fallen in love with them. Ready? Set? Rev up your brain for this muscle car history challenge.

1. What was the first muscle car, built in 1964 by Pontiac, with a 389 cubic inch Tri-Power engine, bucket seats, and a manual shift on the floor?

A. GTO

B. Mustang

C. Trans Am

2. One test of high performance (“Hi-Po”) is a quarter-mile speed race. What’s a respectable pace for a muscle car? (Hint: To calculate the average miles per hour, divide the seconds into 900.)

A. 20 seconds

B. 11 seconds

C. 6 seconds

3. Cool design features—sporty colors, racing stripes, and add-ons like spoilers and louvered windows—are vital for a muscle car. What’s a spoiler?

A. A decorative bar that breaks up aerodynamic flow for no useful reason

B. A deep ridge on the hood or trunk to streamline aerodynamic flow

C. A cool-looking chrome grill

4. Why were muscle cars nicknamed “American pony cars”?

A. Because you didn’t have to “pony up” a lot of dollars to buy one

B. Because the cars “pony up” performance
C. Because of the Ford Mustang—one of the most successful cars ever built

5. In the late 1970s, concerns about air pollution, gas prices, and safety outmuscled the demand for muscle cars. What lone high-performance car, now extinct, survived from the 1960s through 2002?

A. Chevrolet Camaro

B. Ford Mustang

C. Pontiac Firebird

6. Which current automobile does not fit the definition of muscle car?

A. Dodge Viper

B. Ferrari

C. Chevrolet Corvette

Answers for Muscle Cars

1A. 2B. 3A. 4C. 5C. 6B.

Like Your Bike

What’s your favorite bike like? Do you know all its innermost science secrets, like why a titanium frame costs so much? (It’s rarer, stronger, and more flexible when you bang it up.) Are you hip to mountain bike slang? What did every bicycle‘s great–grandfather look like? Showing that you care . . . to know more about bikes by taking this quiz.

1. In what decade were mountain bikes invented?

D. 1930s

E. 1950s

F. 1970s

2. What’s the world speed record for bicycling?

A. 66.9 mph (108 kph)

B. 166.9 mph (269 kph)
C. 266.9 mph (481 kph)

3. If you start to wipe out, how can you reduce the chances of getting hurt?

A. Hug the bike tightly and steel yourself for impact.

B. Throw the bike away from you, tuck your body, and roll like a ball.

C. Flatten your body, like a pancake.

4. By the 1890s, bicycles had pneumatic tires. What does pneumatic mean?

A. Evenly sized

B. Made of rubber

C. Air–filled

5. Why are the tires of racing and touring bikes so skinny?

A. To allow sharp turns.

B. To reduce contact with the pavement, which causes friction.

C. To reduce drag (air resistance).

6. On early “Ordinary” bikes, pedals turned the front wheel directly (no chains or gears). Why was the front wheel gigantic?

A. For no practical reason; it just looked stylish.

B. To keep the bike stable and sturdy.

C. The bigger the wheel, the farther the bike rolled with each turn of the pedal.

7. Which statement is not true?  

A. Bicycles are the most energy–efficient way to travel.

B.  In China, bicycles outnumber cars 250 to 1.

C. Walking is more energy–efficient that bicycling.

8. “Gravity check” is mountain biking slang for:

A. a hard landing after a jump.

B. getting good air (airborne time).

C. wiping out or falling.

Answers for Like Your Bike

1C. 2B. 3C. 4C. 5B. 6C. 7C. 8C.

Mind of a Musher

Every first Saturday in March, some 70 mushers (dog sled drivers) and 1,000 husky dogs gather in Anchorage, Alaska. They compete in the Iditarod, a grueling, 1,100–mile race, day and night, across Arctic wilderness. Suppose that you’re an Iditarod musher. Would you know what it takes to win?

1. About how long will you be racing, if you’re fast?

A. 10 hours

B. 3 days

C. 10 days 

2. Which item are you not required to take along?

A. extra dog booties (protective socks)

B. water

C. snowshoes

3. Before hooking up your team to the rigging (lines), what do you tell your lead dog?

A. “Break a leg!” (good luck)

B. “Line out!” (pull the team in a straight line out from the sled)

C. “Hush!” (be still and quiet)

4. You yell, “Haw!” Your swing dogs (behind the leader) do what?

A. Steer the team left. “Gee!” means to turn right.

B. Stop the sled. “Hike!” means to start.

C. Go faster. “Mush!” isn’t  a real command.

5. A musher asks, “Can you spare some heet?”  What do you say?

A. “No way. Dog drugs are against the rules.”

B. “No problem. I brought extra blankets.“

C. “Sure, I’ve got plenty of cooking fuel.”

6. You don’t win the race, but you earn a Red Lantern. How?

A. By finishing  for the first time as a rookie.

B. By being the last team to finish.

C. By rescuing a team in trouble on the trail.

7. After sledding  more than 1,000 miles, where do you finish?

A. right back at the starting line in Anchorage

B. the Old Gold Mine at Iditarod, Alaska

C. the Burled Arch in Nome, Alaska

8. You’ve got a double lead. Meaning?

A. Two dogs are coleading your team.

B. You’re two checkpoints ahead of the next team.

C. Each dog is attached to two leads.

9. Your dogs are trained, professional athletes. Which statement is not true of both them and human pro athletes?

A. They advertise products from sponsors.

B. Some make more than a million dollars a year in salary.

C. They take drug tests for steroids and other illegal substances. 

10. How many dogs are on your team?

A. 12 to 16

B. 8 to 12

C. 4 to 8

Answers for Mind of a Musher

1C. 2B. 3B. 4A. 5C. 6B. 7C. 8A. 9B. 10A. 
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