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Free Deluxe Word Searches

The following free word search puzzles are all Hopping Fun Creations (www.hoppingfun.com). Hopping Fun Creations is a game development company headed by author and game inventor Lorraine Jean Hopping. Interactive versions of these puzzles appear as “Word Search” games in the Puzzles and Games section of Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia (GME) (www.go.grolier.com), an online student encyclopedia produced by Scholastic Library. Teachers, home schoolers, and librarians are encouraged to sign up for a free 30-day trial subscription and check out the hundreds of other Hopping Fun games and quizzes and “Today is . . .”  essays on this site.

Publishers interested in high-quality game content are invited to contact us at mail@hoppingfun.com for samples and proposals. We currently have for your publishing consideration:

• a collection of well-tested, engaging ESL/ELL games in the prototype stage, including a dynamic picture card game set called Letter Perfect English.

• Ready, Set Roll! Math Learning Cube Games, fun dice games that recently went out of print and would make an excellent children’s edition (ages 8-12).

• 101 Brain-Boosting Math Puzzlers, also out of print, with challenges similar to the ones below.

Answer keys to the word searchers are on the last page of this file.
A Yen for Japan

Japan has given the world robotic pets, Kazuo Matsui and other great baseball players, and the TV anime (animation) classic Speed Racer (called Go Go Go in Japan). What more do you know about the Land of the Rising Sun? If you say sayonara (good-bye) to all these Japan-related words, one letter will be left unused. That letter is in a word that’s the punch line to this “high-tech” joke:

What do you get when you cross robot dog with a melting snowman? 

JAPAN WORD LIST

AKIHITO (emperor)
ANIMATION

EDO (old Toyko)

HIDEO NOMO

HIROSHIMA

ICHIRO SUZUKI

JUJITSU (martial art)
KIMONOS

KYOTO Accord
MACAQUE

MOUNT FUJI

NAGANO Olympics
NIPPON (Japan)
RISING SUN

ROBOTICS

SAMURAI

SHINTO (religion)
SHOGUN

SUMO wrestling
SUSHI

TERIYAKI

TOYOTA

TSUNAMI
WASABI
OTOYKIARUMAS

SAMNSCITOBOR

HTONOHIBASAW

OONAMIHSORIH

GYOGARTMKJJT

UOEAKOSAIUUE

NTDNISUCMJFR

ONIOHUNAOITI

PIHDIZAQNTNY

PHSETUMUOSUA

ISUMOKIESUOK

NUSGNISIRRMI
O Captain! My Captain!

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done,

The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won . . .

In honor of Walt Whitman’s famous poem, search far and wide for the captains hidden in this puzzle! (One captain, Eileen Collins, is now a colonel and space shuttle commander.) The 24 names in capital letters use up all but one letter. That letter is in a word that’s part of the punch line to this “well-seasoned” joke:

What legendary sea creature can never go home?

CAPTAIN . . .

Arthur ASHE (U.S. Davis Cup tennis team)

Vasco Nuñez de BALBOA (explorer)

W. BLIGH (British Navy, The Bounty)

Eileen or Michael COLLINS (astronauts)

C. COLUMBUS a.k.a.

   COLÓN (explorer)

Edward “Blackbeard” TEACH (pirate)

James COOK (explorer)

Jacques COUSTEAU (oceanographer)

MARY GREENE (riverboat captain)

NATHAN HALE (American patriot)

Joe HAZELWOOD (oil tanker captain)

William KIDD (pirate)

JACK a.k.a.

   KINTPUASH (Modoc)

JOHN P. JONES (Revolutionary War)

Jean LAFITTE (pirate)

John LOGAN (Iroquois)

    a.k.a. TAHGAHJUTE 

MARK MESSIER (hockey)

Eddie RICKENBACKER (World War I flying ace)

Robert SCOTT (explorer)

John SMITH (Jamestown colonist)

Sally TOMPKINS (Confederate Army spy)

MSJOHNPJONES

ANAGOLAFITTE

RICKENBACKER

YLKINTPUASHE

GLODOOWLEZAH

ROODUAETSUOC

ECCOLUMBUSBA

EONATHANHALE

NLETUJHAGHAT

EOSMITHGILBW

SNIKPMOTTOCS

TREISSEMKRAM
Dire Straits

You’d be in dire straits if you didn’t know a mountain from a meadow. Naturally, there’s a gulf of difference between a tropical island and a desert. This puzzle is swamped with the names of physical features in geography, natural formations on planet Earth. The 25 words use up all but one letter. That letter is in a word that’s part of the punch line to this “so-called” joke:

What famous super hero fights to save certain physical features from harm?

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY FEATURES

ALPINE (of the Alps)

BASIN

CANAL

CAVERN

CORAL REEF

DELTA (river mouth)

GLACIERS

GORGE

GULF

ISLET

ISTHMUS (narrow strip between land masses)

MARSH

MESA (flat-topped rise of rock)

METEOR CRATER

OASIS (lush watering hole in the desert)

OCEANS

PENINSULAS (strips of land that jut out into an ocean or lake)

PINE BARRENS (unique pine forest)

PLAIN

PLATEAUX (plural of plateau)

PRAIRIE

RIVER

SAVANNA (grassland)

STEPPE (dry, grassy plain)

SWAMPS

OASISTHMUSE

SWAMPSSEAPP

DELTAARTSLP

FLUGVXAEEAE

NISABUMOMIT

PINEBARRENS

RNISREICALG

ARNNITSRLAO

IEEAVALAPNR

RVPEELETIAG

IAACRPTENCE

ECCORALREEF

Space Trek
Sending  humans to explore Mars is a lofty goal. But for any space trek, far or near, the first two steps are the biggest ones. First, engineers have to build a spaceworthy vehicle. It has to shield humans from extreme temperatures, radiation, and other hazards while providing life’s necessities. Then, engineers have to get it off planet Earth. Overcoming our planet’s gravity takes a massive, controlled explosion of rocket fuel—and much more. Here are 23 items needed for launching a human being into space. Find them all in the puzzle, and one letter will be left over. That letter is in a punch line word for this “space-y” joke:

Why are haircuts better in space?

SPACE EXPLORATION WORDS

AIR SUPPLY

ASTRONAUT

ATTITUDE control

CHECKLIST

COMPUTER

COUNTDOWN

Engine BURN

ESCAPE velocity

External TANK

FUEL

HEAT SHIELD

LAUNCH PAD

Launch TOWER 

LIFTOFF

LIQUID hydrogen

MEALS

O-RINGS

OXYGEN

ROCKETS

SHUTTLE

SPACESUIT

THRUSTERS

TRAJECTORY

THEATSHIELDD

DUCOUNTDOWNI

TAAIRSUPPLYU

RHPNNEGYXOSQ

AERHOTOWERPI

JDSUCRKLEOAL

EULCSNTTUCCI

CTABATUSLKEF

TIETUPEAAESO

OTMHMRERLTUP

RTSORINGSSIF

YACHECKLISTF
The Small and the Spineless

A black widow spider is spineless. That is, it doesn’t have a spine, or backbone. It’s an invertebrate. But a black widow spider sure isn’t spineless in character; it does not lack courage. Black widows are hunters with sharp fangs, eight eyeballs, and a paralyzing venom! Invertebrates account for up to 99 percent of all animal species. Though always around in great numbers, they’re especially hard to miss in the summertime. Find all the invertebrates below, and one letter will be left unused. That letter is in a word that’s in the punch line to this “spineless” joke:

Why do beetles always whisper?

INVERTEBRATE WORDS

BEETLE

BUTTERFLY

CHITON

CLAM

COPEPOD

CORAL

EARTHWORM

FIRE ANT

FLUKE

GNAT

INVERTEBRATE

JUNE BUG

LEECH

LOCUST

MILLIPEDE

OYSTER

SCORPION

SEA ANEMONE

SEA CUCUMBER

SNAIL

SPONGE

STARFISH

TAPEWORM

WASP

INVERTEBRATE

NOTIHCOPEPOD

SEACUCUMBERE

EAPOGUBENUJP

ARERTSUCOLGI

ATWASPTANGSL

NHOLELTEEBPL

EWRFIREANTOI

MOMSCORPIONM

ORSTARFISHGA

NMSNAILHCEEL

EKULFOYSTERC
Inventions in Your Life

Ever since the year that you were born, the world has really changed. For one thing, you’re in it. For another, people have invented and discovered some amazing things. Inventions are new things such as reality TV that people create. Discoveries are existing things such as planets or moons that people find. Can you find every recent invention and discovery (capital letters only) below? All but one letter is used. That letter is in the punch line to this silly “survivor” joke:

Why was the skier voted out of the lodge?

WORD LIST

ANTIATOM (atom made of particles such as antiprotons)

ANTLIA galaxy

BLACK HOLE in our Milky Way galaxy

CALIBAN (Uranus moon)

CELLS that are genetically engineered

CHUNNEL tunnel

DVD (digital video disc)

ECOMMERCE (internet shopping)

EXOPLANETS (planets in other solar systems)

GENOME (DNA code) for humans

HARRY POTTER

HDTV (high-definition TV)

ISS (International Space Station)

787 Dreamliner JET

LOVE BUG computer virus 

MUNTJAC (a barking deer)

PIGS that were cloned

POKEMON

SACAGAWEA coin

SE LAO (a forest goat)

SPRITE lightning

THRASHERS (Atlanta hockey team)

VIDEO PHONE

EEEMOTAITNA

CHNLGUBEVOL

RAAOOGENOME

ERNEHHDTVET

MRTAWPKVSKI

MYLIBAOCDOR

OPIGSIGEAPP

COALESLADLS

ETMUNTJACIB

LTLENNUHCAV

LEXOPLANETS

SREHSARHTEJ

Beach Comber

Comb through beach sand, and you never know what you’ll find. Gold flakes in Alaskan sand. Diamond dust in South African sand. Lost car keys almost anywhere. Locate all 25 beach treasures  in the puzzle (capital letters only), and one letter will be left over. That letter is in a word that is the punch line to this oceanic joke:

What did the shark make of the 500-pound undersea robot?

BEACH WORDS

BARNACLE

BLOODWORMS

eggCASE

CLAM

COIN

CONCH shell

CRAB

CRANE feather

JELLY

LIMPETS

MAGNETITE

PIECE OF EIGHT

PLATINUM

SAND DOLLARS

SANDSTONES

SCALLOP

SEA NETTLES

SHARK teeth

SNAIL

SPONGE

STARfish

TURTLE EGG

URCHIN

VOLCANO rock

ZIRCON

CASEANETTLES

PPLATINUMISM

OOSESTARJMER

UNLHTZRTEPNO

BRALAICLLEOW

EACCARTELTTD

GCRHLCKEYSSO

NLONIOSGNNDO

OAUIANVGAGNL

PMCONCHICRAB

SANDDOLLARSM

PIECEOFEIGHT 

Answer Keys: Deluxe Word Searches

A Yen for Japan

What do you get when you cross a robot dog with a snowman? 

Rust.
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Bonus Answer:
What do you get when you cross a robot dog with a snowman
Rust.




O Captain, My Captain!

What legendary sea creature can never go home?

The Lack Nest Monster. (Loch Ness Monster)
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Dire Straits

What TV and movie super hero fights to save certain physical features from harm?
Batman, the cape crusader.
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Space Trek

Why are haircuts better in space?

They’re a cut above.
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The Small and the Spineless

Why do beetles always whisper?

There’s a bug (listening device) in the room.
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Inventions in Your Life

Why was the skier voted out of the lodge?

He took a ski pole (poll).
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Beach Comber

What did the shark make of the 500-pound undersea robot?

One ounce.
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